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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

MstlnqofClqlrpsr; 
What is claimed is: 
1.-11. (Canceled) 

) (Currently Amended) A method of making a disposable pant having an inward fin crotch 

seam, comprising: 

providing first and second panels, each panel having. an inner surface, an outer surface, a 
panel waist edge, a panel leg edge, and two side regions; 

ppsittoqlngthft p^ls such that their respect^ outer suifaces are ip a facing r?latlpp$hlp; 
bonding the panels together to farm a crotch seam: 

repositioning the panels such that the Inner surfaces are in a facing relationship; and 
bonding the side regions of the first panel to the side regions of the second panel to create 
two side seams to define a waist opening and two leg openings: 
wherein the side seams are fin seams: and 

Tho mothod - of c la im 1 1 wherein the pant has two side edges, and at least a portion of the 
first panel remains unbonded to the second panel between an outer edge of at least one side seam 
and the nearest side edge. 

(Currently Amended) Th e m e thod of do l m 1 A method of making a disposable oant having an 
inward fin crotch seam, comprising; 

providing first and second panels, each panel having an Inner surface, an outer surface, a 
panel waist edge, a panel leg edge, and two side regions: 

positioning the panels such that their respective outer surfaces are in a facing relationship: 

bonding the panels together to form a crotch seam: 

repositioning the panels such that the inner surfaces ana In a facing relationship: and 
bonding the side regions of the first pan el to the side regions of the second panel to create 

two side seams to define a waist opening and two lea openings: and 

wherein each side seam extends less than the entire distance from the waist opening to the 

nearest leg opening. 
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£ (Original) A method of making a disposable pant having an inward fin crotch seam, 
comprising: 

providing first and second panels, each panel having an inner surface, an outer surface, a 
panel waist edge, a panel leg edge, and two side regions; 

positioning the panels such that their respective outer surfaces are in a facing relationship; 

bonding the panels together remote from the panel leg edges to form an inset crotch seam; 

removing sections of the panels between the inset crotch seam and the panel leg edges to 
define an outer crotch edge; 

repositioning the panels such that the inner surfaces are in a facing relationship; and 

bonding the side regions of the first panel to the side regions of the second pane! to create 
two side seams to define a waist opening and two leg openings. 

3 

f<€. (Original) The method of clainvWwherein the outer crotch edge is arcuate. 

3 

5* u^wT (Original) The method of claim Kwherein the first panel remains unbonded to the second 
panel in at least a portion of an area between the inset crotch seam and the outer crotch edge. 

(s *TT (Original) The method of daim;Wwherein the inset crotch seam does not Intersect either 
panel leg edge. 

1 ^WT (Original) A method of making a disposable pant having an inward crotch seam, comprising: 
providing first and second panels, each panel having an inner surface, an outer surface, a 

panel waist edge, a panel leg edge, and two side regions; 

positioning the panels such that their respective outer surfaces are in a facing relationship; 

bonding the panels together to form a crotch seam having an crotch seam edge; 

cutting at least one slit in the crotch seam to define at least two crotch seam sections, each 

section having a crotch seam section edge; 

repositioning the panels such that the inner surfaces are In a facing relationship; and 
bonding the side regions of the first panel to the side regions of the second panel to create 

two side seams to define a waist opening and two leg openings. 

^ (Original) The method of dalm A* having at least five slits. N 
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*7 

*f ^ft£ (Original) The method of claim.WWherein the cutting step includes cutting notches in the 
crotch seam. 

/Ojrf (Original) The method of claim 2ff wherein at least a part of each crotch seam section edge is 
arcuate. 

// J22T (Original) The method of claim ^wherein each slit is generally perpendicular to the crotch 
seam edge. 

/ 2* (Original) The method of claim jj^wherein each slit passes completely through each panel. 

/3 (Original) A method of making disposable pants having inward crotch seams, comprising: 

providing first and second webs, each web having a longitudinal direction, a transverse 
direction, an inner surface, an outer surface, a web waist edge generally aligned with the 
longitudinal direction, and a web leg edge generally aligned with the longitudinal direction; 

positioning the webs such that their respective outer surfaces are in a facing relationship; 

bonding the webs together at a plurality of locations in the longitudinal direction to define a 
plurality of crotch seams, creating an inside-out composite pant web; 

repositioning the webs such that the inner surfaces are in a facing relationship, creating an 
outside-out composite pant web having a plurality of inward fin crotch seams spaced apart in the 
longitudinal direction; 

bonding the webs together at a plurality of locations in the longitudinal direction to define a 
plurality of web side seams, each web side seam positioned longitudinally between a pair of crotch 
seams; and 

cutting the outside-out composite pant web into a plurality of disposable pants, each pant 
having a waist opening, two leg openings, two pant side seams, and an inward fin crotch seam. 

/y (Original) The method of claim >Twhereln each web has a transverse width, and the first and 
second webs are unequal in width. 



(Original) The method of claim 28*wherein the first and second webs are positioned such that 



their respective web waist edges coincide. 
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/ (f Xf. (Original) The method of claim ^wherein bonding the webs together to define a plurality of 
web side seams comprises bonding two web side seams longitudinally between each pair of crotch 
seams, the first web remaining substantially unbonded to the second web in an area longitudinally 
between the two web side seams, and wherein the outside-out composite pant web is cut into a 
plurality of disposable pants along a cut line in the unbonded area. 

/ 1 J8>. (Original) The method of claim wherein the crotch seam is an inset crotch seam, and the 
method further comprises removing sections of the first and second webs between each inset 
crotch seam and the web leg edges. 

/3 

/ $ <2$r (Original) The method of claim J^ftjrther comprising cutting at least one slit in each crotch 
seam. 

^307 (Original) The method of claim ^wherein each slit passes completely through each of the 
first and second webs. 

( 3 

^T. (Original) The method of claim^further comprising cutting at least one notch in each crotch 
seam. 



J2c 



(Canceled) 

£ I J33f (Currently Amended) Tho - d i opooab l o pant of claim 32 A djsposat^e pant haying a waist 
opening, two leg openings and two side regions, the pant comprising: 
front and back panels; 

two side seams joining the front and back panels; 

an inward fin crotch seam joining the front and back panels: 

wherein the inward crotch seam includes at least one slit. 

<347 (Currently Amended) The disposable pant of dalm M^wherein the inward crotch seam 
includes at least five slits. 
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$. 3 pe^ (Currently Amended) Tho dicpocab l o pant of claim 32 A disposable pant having a waist 
opening, two lea openings and two side regions, the pant comprising: 
front and back panels: 

two side seams joining the front and back panels; 

an inward fin crotch seam loinino the fro nt and back panels; 

wherein the inward crotch seam includes at least one notch. 

^i^/ST. (Currently Amended) Tho dicpocab l o pant of cla i m 32 A disposable oant having a waist 
opening, two lea openings and two $k>e regions, the pant comprising: 
front and back panels: 

two side seams joining the front and back panels: 

gn jny^rd fin crotch seam joining the front and back panels; 

wherein the crotch seam follows a path that begins at one teg opening, extends toward the 
waist opening, and terminates at the other leg opening. 

^^PT? (Original) The disposable pant of clairrj^ wherein the path is arcuate. 

QbjiXC (Currently Amended) The disposable pant of claim 32^comprising an absorbent. 

Jt\ ^39T (Currently Amended) Tho d i cpocab l o pont of-otaim 36 A disposable pant having a waist 
opening, two leo openings and two side regions, the oant comprising: 
font and back panels; 

two side searm joining the front and back panels; 

an inward fin crotch seam joining the front and back panels: and 

an absorbent 

wherein the absorbent comprises a front absorbent piece attached to the front panel and a 
back absorbent piece attached to the back panel, wherein the front and back absorbent pieces are 
not attached to each other. 

/ 27 
gcfa ^ (Original) The disposable pant of clalnj^ where the front and back absorbent pieces contact 

each other near the inward fin crotch seam. 

/» >tT (Original) The disposable pant of claim ^wherein the front and back absorbent pieces are 
contained within the respective front and back panels. 
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in 

3P /^(Original) The disposable pant of dairo39A*herein the inward fin crotch seam has a height, 
and at least one of the front and back absorbent pieces has a thickness at an end that is closest to 
the inward fin crotch seam that is greater than the inward fin crotch seam height. 

2U 

q 1 (Currently Amended) The disposable pant of claim S&ag'wherein the front and back panels 
each comprise an absorbent panel sandwiched between an outer cover and a liner. 
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